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POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 


THE Lawrence Gazette of the 22nd J uly, publishes a letter 
from Mohammed Fazl Azim, Tehstldar of Sirdhana (Meerut), 
in which the writer recommends a tax on a in super- 
session of the Income-tax. 


This tax will have the following advantages —It will press 
equally upon all, instead of touching only those with incomes 
of Rs. 500 and upwards. It will be distasteful to none, and 
will be simply the revival of the old custom by which, at 
matlriages, a two-fold fee used to be paid to the Kazi ; the one 
called Mahrdna, now represented by the registration fee, and the 
other the fee-for the celebration of the marriage (haggi nikdh 
khwént) which would be paid to Government under the system 
proposed. This could be levied without hardship by simply pro- 
viding that a request for permission to celebrate a marriage 
should be preferred on a stamp paper of 4 or 5 rupees—an 
expense which would hardly be felt at all at such a , time when 
80 much money is thrown away. 


| Other benefits would also be soniped. A proof of marriage 
would be obtained in the Government authority for celebration. 
Government would learn with certainty the ordinary scale of 
marriage expenses among its subjects) And the imposition 
of a tax on marriage expends would, no om tend to hee: 
extravagance, 
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The Vidyd Vilds ofthe 23rd July, under the heading Oona 
(Hoshyarpore), notices the inconvenience suffered by passen- 


gers on account of the river Sawan i in that town a Seg unpro- 
vided with a bridge. 


- The Oudh Akhbér of the 26th July, notices that at the end 
of the present quarter, the postage on all newspapers in En- 
gland is to be reduced to one-halfpenny, and contrasts this with 
the Indian rate of one anna, three times as much, for much less 
weight and matter. He thinks that as a reduction of postage 
has been conceded to letters, the rate for newspapers should 
also be reduced; especially is it fitting in these days when the 


education of the people is held up as the chief end of Govern- 


ment; What better agent is there in popular education than the 
press? What more powerful aid to the efforts of schoolmasters 
and heads of Colleges? All civilized countries have given ex- 
ceptional facilities to newspapers for diffusing intelligence, and 


recognized their high importance,—why should the English rule 


in India be the only exception? If it is not. possible, as in 
Austria, to relieve newspapers of all postage, why, at least, should 
they not be carried here for the same rate as in England? 
England is a rich country, and India a poor one, and therefore 
the less able to afford the higher rate. 


In reality this high rate of postage is a'tax upon educa- 
tion; and our Government, which professes itself zealous for 
public enlightenment, should give a first proof of its sarnentnent 
by removing the tax. 


Besides, the Post Office accounts show that the Resins 
would yield a large profit if it. were not for the Government 
papers which are carried free of charge. The people there- 
fore pay not only for their own letters, but for those of Gov- 
ernment, which gives nothing in return. 


- When the charge of one anna was first fixed the expenses 
of the Post Office were much greater than they now are ; horses 
for mail-carts had to be kept up, and runners for the banghy 
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dak. Now railways penetrate everywhere, and the expense is 
very niuch less, and 80 also ates be the rate. 


‘Ifthe extension of trade be an obj ect this vil also be served. 
by the reduction asked for, which will vastly increase the 


number of papers in circulation, and — the establishment 
of new — 


| The same paper has an article on polygamy. The editor 
wonders that the Bengalis, to whom India is indebted for so 
many useful reforms, and who are always foremost in promo- 
ting the enlightenment of both sexes, should have permitted 
the sinful practice of polygamy to continue in their midst. 
In spite of the great progress made by civilization in Bengal, 
the custom of marrying more than one wife prevails there 
universally among the Brahmans of high castes. But a short 
time ago one of these gentlemen was summoned by one of his 
numerous wives whom he had neglected to support ; he defended 
himself by alleging that he had six wives, and could not be 
expected to maintain them all. N otwithstanding this the law 
was enforced against him, and in default of paying for his 
wife’s enppert he was sent to prison, 


But our object in quoting this case is rather to expose the 
prevalence of this very practice in our own Province. Here 
there are nearly 14 lacs of Brahmans, or 13 per cent. of the 
total population. We have no hesitation in saying that the 
majority of these are married to 10 or 12 different women; 
and it is obvious that they cannot provide for all, any more 
than their brethren in Bengal. If our statement is challenged 
as exaggerated we can give instances: in a Brahman village 
called Tilokpore there is a man named Ganga Misr who has 80 
wives. In Sathydénw there is a Brahman named Dhaékan 
who has 40, ‘Ten or twelve may therefore be taken as a rea- 
sonable and moderate average, - - 


- The fact is that the higher classes. of Kanan i ane 
_ receive large sums on marriage from the families with which 
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they contract alhances. . For instance, the Bala Shuklas, and 


-the Misras of Ankin and Parsui receive not less than Rs, 1,000 
on each marriage from the parents of the girlk The Dama 


Tewaris, the Khwar Pandés, the Dubés of Gharvas, the Pra- 
bhakar Avasthis, the Madho Avasthis and the Misras of Sa- 
thyanw receive from Rs. 900 to 800. The pious and respectable 
Brahmans of these families no doubt content themselves with 
one wife, and only marry a second upon the death of the first, 

or with her consent if shebe barren. But the great maj jority 
of them yield to the temptation thus presented, and actually 
make their living by marrying one wife after another. They 
go about from village to village, staying a month or six weeks 
in each; they delude fathers of families into giving them 
their daughters in marriage, and then go away and. leave these 
unfortunates to be supported by their parents. What wonder 
if many of them fall into evil courses, and. many pine away 
‘and die ? 


The practice is notorious. These wife-hunters are known 
all over Oudh as % Bahériyd” Brahmans (from Bahu, wife.) 
"Although it is doubtless true that the only effectual remedy 
for such a state of things lies in education, still, when we reflect 
how little progress has been made in improvement in so enli ght- 
ened a city as Calcutta, itis to be feared that much suffering 
must be undergone by the unfortunate women before the men 
-of Oudh come ‘to recognise the full magnitude of the sin. 


Yet the women, if they only knew it, have their redress 
already provided by law. They have only to do as the Bengali 
babu’s wife did, and bring actions for maintenance against 
‘their husbands. But how are ignorant women, hampered 
by the rules of female seclusion and the false ideas of decency 
‘prevalent in India, to come into the public courts to wee their 
Claims? 


In the writer’s opinion, the best way to combat the evil 


‘ wyould be for religious and philanthropic:men to form a society 


for the purpose of investigating cases in -which husbands who 
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have many wivés, neplect to provide for theit seners, and, 


whenever occasion offers, to. aid thé wives:in seeking redress 
inthe courts. He is certain that many humane persons would 


join the movement, especially inthe smaller Native rp 


where the evil complained of is most rampant. {: 


A correspondent of the same paper draws attention to the 
inconvenience which strangers have to suffer at Calcutta for 
want of proper places of accommodation. For the rich there are 
hotels, but the poor, who cannot afford to pay the high expense 
of board and lodging target 1 in | them, have to — great 
inconvenience. — 


The writer wonders that none of the wealthy inhabitants 
of Calcutta, who are so forward in erecting works of public 
utility, should have ever thought of. building a Serai for the 
accommodation of travellers. He is still more surprised’ to 
- find that the Government which takes so active an interest in 
providing for the comforts of travellers, by metalling roads, 
planting trees and in various other ways, should neglect. to 
provide accommodation in a city where it is so much needed. 


The Allygurh Institute Gazette of the 29th J uly, states 
that on the 11th idem the mail-cart travelling from, Nynee 
Tal to Moradabad was attacked on the road by a wild elephant 
from the surrounding forest. The coachman, in a state of 
great trepidation, drove the cart furiously, but notwithstanding 
this the elephant pursued it for two miles, till it was obliged to 
give up the chase. But though the mail-cart thus escaped 
harm and the impending danger was averted, this escape was 
solely due to chance. ‘This is not the first time we have 
heard of an accident of the kind happening on the road, and 
it is proper for ‘Government to pevide against the evil ~with- 
out, loss of time. 


The Lawrence Gazette of the same: ‘inhi takes. site of -a 
novel kind of tax-imposed by the . Municipality: of. Allahabad. 
% Taxes were levied hitherto,” says:-the:editor, “only from the 
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living. - Now, liowever, the Municipal Committee of Allahabad 
thave fixed an impost on the dead, having ruled that if a dead. 
body is burnt on the banks of the Ganges the heirs of the 
deceased: must: pay a fee of Rs. 2-8-0, and if at the Jumna 
Re. 1-4-0. 


“ The C ommittee has indeed hit upon an admirable plan 


for raising money ; for in a time of plague or pestilence, the 
income from this source will be considerable. 


“But surely it has escaped their notice that by this course 
a stigma will attach to the British rule, and historians will 
record in their books that, under the British Government, a 
tax was levied even on the dead ; and thus this impolitie meas- 
‘ure ivi but orang discredit on the Government. 
a Again, a tax ought to be general, and not to fall on a 
particular class, as on the Hindus in the example before us, 
But if the poor Hindus must be marked out for prey, the re- 
sult cannot but be that the corpses of the poor among them will 
be suffered to rot, which will give birth to a pestilence, and 
thus the end for which the Committee has been established, 
i. ¢., the conservancy and sanitation of the city, will be lost 
‘Bi ight of. 
Qn the above grounds, we are of opinion that this odious 
tax should be abolished, and furthermore, some plan should be 
adopted by which the selection as members of the — 
of educated and enlightened men may be secured.” 


The Rohilkhund Akhbdr of the 30th July, reports that on 
the 29th June, a ferry boat contaiming a marriage party sank 
in the Sutle). All persons in it perished, except two. 


_>: The Urdu Delhi Gazette of the same date, reports that in 

the months of June and J uly, eight Sitla fairs are held in Agra, 
which are attended by numbers of women and children from 
. the neighbouring villages. Among the latter are often to be 
- found many affected with small-pox, so that there is consider- 
-able risk.of the disease being disseminated on such occasions, 
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The Samat Binod of the 1st August, states that the Govern-; 
ment, North-Western Provinces, intends to, levy a house-tax , 
in these Provinces. Unlike Bengal and Madras, where this. 
tax has been in existence for some time ‘past, it will be. quite 
a new thing here. The Samat Binod ohserves that in impos- 
ing the tax the value of the houses should not alone be taken- 
into consideration, but likewise the income of the persons living. 
in them; for, in no few cases, poor men will be found living in. 
splendid houses bequeathed to them by their ancestors. © 


The Shola-i-Tiir of the 2nd August, says that since the in- 
crease in the fare of the dak garries from Furruckhabad to 
Cawnpore, consequent upon the order issued by Government: 
that two horses must be yoked to them, instead of one, not only 
poor persons, but men of the middle class have come to use 
the camel dak garries, the result of which is that these vehicles 
are overloaded with passengers. Not only are the interior 
and outside seats filled at the commencement of the journey, 
but new p assengers are allowed to get in at every stage. 


The editor invites the attention of the authorities to the 
abuse, and hopes that the number of persons to be conveyed 
in a camel dak carriage will be fixed by them. 


- A correspondent of the Akmal-ul-Akhbdr of the 3rd August, 
reports that the people of Bhurtpore cannot understand why 
their Maharaja has not been invested with full sovereign powers, 
although he is in every way fitted for the trust. His know- 
ledge of English and the Vernaculars, his simple habits, and 
his abilities for administration are so many proofs i in his favor. 


‘Tf it be said that he is too young, it will be remembered that 
the late Maharaja Balwant Singh was invested with these powers 


at the age of sixteen. . So also the Mahérdjas of Alwar, Kota, 


Udaipore, and, only recently, the Mahardja of Patyala, were 
allowed the exercise of full Powers while still young. 


On these grounds the people of Bhurtpore see no reason, 
why their Mahéréja should not-be invested with these privileges, 


a Fe 


aid ‘have, accordingly, prepared a memorial on the subject ‘for 
submission to the Viceroy, —— the ns a for eastern — 


atari. ed 
Ca EDUCATIONAL 


The Oudh Akhbar of the’ 26th July, ‘affirms that what has 
been given out as to the intention of the Government to abolish 
all colleges in India, is quite wrong. The simple fact is that 
the Government of India has submitted proposals for with- 


drawing State support from the colleges in Bengal, leaving it 
to the people to maintain them at their own expense. 


- Inthe Despatch of 1854, on which the educational system 
is s baeed, it is clearly stated that. the object of the establishment 
of a department of Publiq Instruction was to induce the people, 
by its example, to maintain a system of education for themselves 
at their own expense: It was intended to serve only as a model, 
and was never meant to he perpetual. 


.. Bengal has long been enj oying the benefits of an English 
education at Government expense. The people of the country 
are far more wealthy and comfortable than those in these Provin- 
ces, and can very well afford to bear the cost of their own educa- 
tion. These proposals do not affect the North-Western Pro- 
‘vinces, Oudh, or the Punjab. The only chan ge made in these 
Provinces is that, for the future, English education is to be 
given at a . proper price, and the scale of school fees is to be 


raised, | 

_ The same -paper, a ‘anede to the. senslateians of Mr 
Browning as Director of Public Instruction, regrets that the 
claims of Mr. Thomson, Senior Inspector of Schools, were 
overlooked when Mr. Wilmot was promoted to Mr. Browning’s 
post i in the Central Provinces. . He hopes that, Mr. Thomson’s 
‘abilities may not be forgotten, and that he may get the ‘post 
vacated by Mr. Wilmat, which it is understood j is better “Bald 
than his present appointment. 


The Panjabi Akhbar of the 30th J aly, j in tate to sine pro- 
ceedings of the Panjab University College, rematks that though 
the institution is as yet in its infancy, the schemes proposed by 
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the senate promise much good and fature progress. .The law 
classes, in which lectures.are delivered in jurisprudence, have 
made great improvement, and are attended by sixty students. 
An examination of Moulavis and Pandits was to be held in the 
college on the 25th, 26th and 27th July, about sixty -men 
being candidates. Those who undergo this test will be admit- 
ted into an indigenous school, to be opened in October next, 
where, besides their own vernaculars, they will be taught En- 
glish. 


_ The Saffri Star of India re the 8rd August, states that 
Moulavi Muhammed Usm4n Khan, Minister of Rampore, has 


‘made a donation of Rs. 1,000 to the i peo college at 
Allahabad. 


' The Akmal-ul-Akhbéer of the same dste, pee that the 
Maharaja of Cashmere has offered a sum of Rs. 31 ,000 for 
founding scholarships, to be given to the Sanscrit: Department 
of the Panjab University College, in the name of Sir D. F. 
McLeod, the late Lieutenant-Governor. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

The Nir-ul-Absdr of the 1st August, gives an account of 
the proceedings of the meetings recently held at Benares, 
under the auspices of the Mahardjas of Benares and Viziana- 
gram, Sir Raja Deo Narayan Singh, Munshi Pyare Lall; 
President of the Anjuman--Ht ind Society, and the leading gen- 


tlemen of the city, with a view.to adopt measures for checking 
useless extravagance in marriages. 


_ At the first of these the principal Pandits of the city were 
invited to give their deeision as to the lawfulness of these 
useless expenses. They shewed that ney were unauthorized by 
the Shastras. 


At the second meeting, speeches on a evils attendant on 
the practice were read, and all present were unanimously 
resolved on putting a stop to the abuse. . 
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To the third meeting, the Mahdraja of Benares invited: 
gentlemen of his own caste, including, among others, the Maha- 
raja of Bitya, Sir Deo Nardyan Singh, and Babu Fath Nara- 
yan Singh. This meeting terminated successfully, the Mah4- 
rajas having fixed Rs. 2,000 as the limit for a first elass mar- 
riage among themselves. . For men of the middle and poorer 
classes of the caste, a list of all the: marriage ceremonies with 
all possible reductions and curtailments, was prepared, and an 
agreement was drawn up, which was signed by those. con- 
cerned. This list and agreement were then published and cir- 
culated among the native gentlemen, in order that they might 
make use of their influence in inducing the common people to 
abide by them. | 


A fourth meeting was held on the 6th July, at which 
Munshi Pyare Lal, who, at Sir William Muir’s request, took 
part in these transactions, was also present. The proceedings 
were opened with a speech in which the baneful consequences 
of this extravagance were detailed, and were closed with a 
nomination of the gentlemen for the control and guidance of 
the District Committee. In choosing the members, care was 
taken to select a few from each caste. 


A fifth meeting was held on the 8th July, at which it was 
resolved that Sub-Committees be established in different loca- 
lities, and the gentlemen of each caste present on the occa- 
sion, in virtue of their office as members, should call together 
men of their respective castes, and after laying down all the 
marriage ceremonies and the expenses consequent on them, 
should make the necessary retrenchments, and cause the pan- 
ches of the castes concerned to sign an agreement expressive 
of their consent to the arrangements. Tehsilddrs were to act 
as managers of the Sub-Committees, their.duty being to sub- 
mit to the Committee lists of the several castes and the panch 
of each. 


A sixth meeting was convened on the 10th July, at the 
instance of Munshi Pyare Lal. To this the leading men of 
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the Kayath caste were invited. _ Rules prescribed for, the 
regulation of marriage expenses were read out and approved 
by all, and-an agreement was drawn up, to- which numbers of 
men attached their si ignatures , and the desired end was gained. 


To introduce the reform among the Kshattriya caste being 
the most arduous portion of the general reform, the Maharéja 
of Vizianagram promised to exert himself specially to that end. 
Meetings of people of that caste were convened on the 16th 
and 17th, but no definite results were arrived at. 
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"The following Vernacular newspapers nave-b been examined 


‘in this report, viz. :— 


: | WHERE Pus- Wuen Rea- 
No. NAME. LISHED. — CEIVED. 
oo , | 1870. 1870. 
1 | Muftd-i-Am, ... | Agra, ...| June 15th | Augt. ond 
2 | Dhaulpore Gazette, ee | Dhaulpore,: ...} July 13th a Srd. 
3 | Naiyir-i- Akbar, .»» | Bijnour, vee » 14th a 
4 | Akhbdr-ul-Akhydr, ... | Muzufferpore,...|. .,, 15th a 6th 
5 | Matla-i-Niar, . ...| Cawnpore, ..{|. », 18th — 
6 ) Nasim-i-Jaunpore, eee : Jaunpore, a eee | 99 19th 99 ond 
7| Mdlwa Akhbar, occ | Indore, joa » 20th a. -_ 
8 | Dhaulpore Gazette, ...| Dhaulpore, ... » 20th 9 6th 
9 | Ne atyir-t-Akbar, ec0 Bijnour, eee ry 2ist ry 2nd 
10 | Lawrence Gazette, eo. | Meerut, ivi 9 22nd — 
11 | Vidyd Vilas, eos | Jammu, sve » 28rd 99 6th 
12 Urdis Akhbéar, eee Delhi, eee 99 24th 99 2nd 
18 | Gwahor Gazette, .«- | Gwalior, a » 24th - 6th 
14 | Mérwdr Gazette, oo | JOUhpore,” » 25th 9 6th 
15 Matla-i-Ni ur, eee Cawnpore, cece 99 25th +9 6th 
16 | Oudh Akhbar, »« | Lucknow, ee » 26th pa 2nd 
17 | Nasim-i-Jaunpore, .» | daunpore, ... » 26th 9 3rd. 
18 | Safir-i-Star of India, ... | Gujaranwalla,... 9» 27th ¥s 2nd 
19 | Akmal-ul-Akhbdr, eee | Delhi, ove .o sn . a 
90 | Malwa Akhbar, eee | Indore, hes ». “ 8th 
21 | Muftd-ul-Andém eo» | Futtehgurh, ... » 28th » and 
22 M ajma-ul- B ahrain, eee Ludhiana, eee 99 28th 99 5 th 
23 ee oo. | Meerut, +“ » 28th % 5th 
24 at Samdchdr, eee | Ditto, nae » 28th - 5th 
25 yal Institute Gazette,| Allygurh, _... » 29th ” lst 
26 | Lawrence Gazette, _ ee | Meerut, os » 29th 99 5th 
27 yr od Sociat — Jalpore, a. » 29th ” 5th 
98 | Urda Delhi Gazette, ... | Agra, — »  3suvth pa 2nd 
29 | Panjdbt Akhbar, .».. | Lahore, vi » 30th » 2nd 
30 Anjuman-i-Hind, eee | Lucknow, “es » 80th * 5th 
31) Meerut Gazette, ».. | Meerut, — i pp — 
32 | Agra Akhbar, «. | Agra, as » 30th »  £Sth 
33 | Rohilkhund Akhbar, «| Muradabad, ... » 30th » 6th 
34 | Gwalior Gazette, «. | Gwalior, i ._ oe » 8th 
35 | Nur-ul-Absar, --» | Allahabad, ...| Augt. Ist » and 
36 | Ab-i-Haydt-i-Hind, eee | Agra, ia me lst ‘“ 2nd 
37 | Kérndamah, ». | Lucknow, on Ist eS 5th 
38 Mufid-i-Am, .. | Agra, i ‘s Ist i 5th 
39 Samai-Binod eee Nynee Tal, 008 99 Ist a 6th 
40 | Mangal Samachar, ~e | Beswan, ai ef 1st fa 6th 
41 | Shola-i- Tir, -« | Cawnpore, _... . —— 
42 | Nastm-i-Jaunpore, ++» | Jaunpore, ._. aaee 2 6th 
43 | Akmal-ul- Akhbar, oo» | Delhi, oe pa 3rd is 6th 
44 | Safir-i-Star of India, ... | Gujaranw i Srd 8th 
45 | A gurh Institute ait Allygurh, - 5th a ae 
| 
ALLAHABAD : SOHAN LALL, 


The 16th August, 1870. 


Offg. Government Reporter on the Native Press 


